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WILD SCOTLAND
Scottish Wildlife & Adventure Tourism Operators Association
ABOUT WILD SCOTLAND
Wild Scotland is the Scottish Wildlife and Adventure Tourism Operators Association, the trade association for the nature-based tourism sector in Scotland. The organisation was formed following the merger in April 2011 of Activity Scotland, the activity providers’ association and Wild Scotland, the wildlife tourism association. 

The group now represents over one hundred companies, all of whom are committed to delivering first class experiences. Wild Scotland undertakes a wide range of activities on their behalf including marketing, business development, training and networking. For more information about our activities and the benefits of joining, go to www.wild-scotland.org.uk/about-us/join-us/.
All Wild Scotland members demonstrate their commitment to responsible tourism by signing up to our Code of Practice. The code states that members:

· are supportive of the aims and objectives of the association and will not bring the association or the sector in to disrepute.

· comply with all relevant statutory legislation - local, national and international. 
· conduct all activities in adherence to the Wild Scotland Best Practice Guidelines and the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.
· are committed to providing a high quality experience, including professional and knowledgeable staff.

· have appropriate insurance cover (public liability, product liability and employers liability insurance) for at least £2 million. Details and copies of current certificates are available for inspection upon request.

· have due regard for the principle of “sustainable use” of the environment. Environmental and/or sustainable tourism policies are available for inspection upon request.
· are sensitive to the needs of their visitors and take appropriate measures to safeguard visitors’ emotional as well as physical welfare.
JOIN US! WILD SCOTLAND MEMBERSHIP
Wild Scotland has three levels of membership. To apply for membership, simply complete the application form overleaf.
1. Full membership: includes voting rights and is open to any organisation/individual located in Scotland who

· has been trading for one year or more;

· offers Scottish adventure and/or wildlife tourism services to visitors in Scotland on a commercial basis;

· is supportive of the aim and objectives of the association and follows Wild Scotland’s code of practice.
Applicants must be proposed and seconded by full Wild Scotland members, or representatives of tourism or conservation agencies. On acceptance of the application a reciprocal link to Wild Scotland website is expected. 

2. Tourism Business membership: open to any organisation/individual located in Scotland who

· offers tourism related services which are (preferably) linked or near an existing Wild Scotland member;
· is supportive of the aim and objectives of the association and follows Wild Scotland’s code of practice
· can provide an environmental policy for their activities;
Applicants must be proposed by a Wild Scotland member. On acceptance of the application a reciprocal link to Wild Scotland’s website is expected. Tourism business members have no voting rights in the association.

3. Associate membership: open to any organisation/individual with a connection or interest in nature-based tourism in Scotland. On acceptance of the application associate members receive a link on Wild Scotland’s links page and a reciprocal link is expected. Associate members have no voting rights in the association.

MEMBERSHIP FEES
The membership fee year runs from 1st October to 30th September. Fees are reviewed each year at the Wild Scotland AGM. Full membership is based on the number of full-time equivalent (FTE) employees.







Full Year membership

If joining between

Membership Category



      01Oct-30Sep

   1Apr – 01Mar
Full

1-3 FTE employees




£195



£  95
4-8 FTE employees




£275



£135
9+  FTE employees




£600



£300
Tourism Business




£175



£  90
Associate





£175



£  90
Wild Scotland is VAT registered, therefore VAT is added to fees.
WILD SCOTLAND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wild Scotland is a business led association and directors are drawn from the association itself. The Board is elected annually at the association’s AGM. Below is the current Wild Scotland Board of Directors.
	Position
	Name
	Company
	Region

	Chairman
	Ben Mardall
	Rural Tourism Consulting
	Aberdeenshire

	
	Keith Ballam
	Craggan Outdoors
	Cairngorms

	
	Frieda Bos
	About Argyll Walking Holidays
	Argyll

	
	Peter Cairns
	Northshots
	Cairngorms

	
	Stevie Christie
	Wilderness Scotland
	Edinburgh

	
	Sally Dowden
	Speyside Wildlife
	Cairngorms

	
	Richard Fairbairns
	Sea Life Surveys
	Isle of Mull

	
	Helen Fenby
	Cream o’ Galloway
	Dumfries-shire

	
	Donald Riddell 
	Highland Adventure Safaris
	Perthshire

	Co-opted
	Dr Kathy Velander
	Napier University
	Edinburgh


FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Wild Scotland’s manager Caroline Warburton on 0845 226 0978 or caroline@wild-scotland.co.uk.
WILD SCOTLAND APPLICATION FORM
To join simply complete the application form below and post it to Wild Scotland (address below). On receipt by Wild Scotland, the application will be circulated to the Board for approval. On approval, a subscription invoice will be issued which is payable within 31 days.  Please do NOT send payment with your application form. Please note that the Board has the right to decline membership applications as it deems appropriate. 

I wish to apply for membership of Wild Scotland. 
	Name of Business/Organisation
	

	Address


	                                              Postcode

	Telephone (incl area code)
	

	E-mail address
	

	Web address
	

	Membership category  
	□ Full                            □  Tourism Business                      □ Associate

	No. of full-time equivalent employees.
	

	Brief description of your involvement/interest in wildlife/adventure tourism in Scotland (up to 150 words)
	

	I agree to abide by the Wild Scotland Code of Practice.
	YES/NO (please delete as applicable)


	More than 1 year trading?
	(full members only)
YES/NO (please delete as applicable)


	Proposed by:
	(full & tourism businesses only)

	Seconded by:
	(full members only)

	In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, please indicate if you are willing for Wild Scotland to hold the above details on computer.
	I am willing for the above details to be held on computer by Wild Scotland for the purposes of membership administration, marketing and development activities. Details will NOT be passed to third parties

YES/NO (please delete as applicable)



DECLARATION
I agree the information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signed …………………………………………  Date …………………………………..

Name (please print) ……………………………………………………………………..

WHAT NEXT? Please post the completed membership form and any relevant marketing material to Manager, Wild Scotland, Basement Office, 4 Atholl Place, Perth, PH1 5ND. Your application will be circulated to the Wild Scotland Board and you will be notified of their decision.
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